Introduction to Cognitive Science
Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11.40 – 12.30

Dates:  Cognitive Psychology: September 19, 21, 26, 28.

Location: K.K. Leung Building, LG102 (Tuesday) LG109 (Thursday)

URL: http://www.hku.hk/philodep/courses/icogsc0001/

Lecturer: Dr. Alex Francis (Intro and Cognitive Psychology Module)

Office: 5B22A, Prince Philip Dental Hospital

Office Hours: By appointment

Telephone: 2857 8285

Email: afrancis@hkusua.hku.hk
___________________________________________________________________

Overview:  Cognitive Science

Cognitive Science is the scientific field of study concerned with information in the brain.  In this course we will discuss five major subdivisions within Cognitive Science:  Cognitive Psychology, Linguistics, Computer Science, Neuroscience, and Philosophy.  Of course, although we will treat these 5 areas as somewhat distinct, research in any of these areas is likely to overlap with one or more of the other areas.  For example, many Cognitive Psychologists base their theories on current understanding of neurobiology and physiology, while many Linguists are working to develop computers that produce and understand human languages.  What unifies these 5 fields into the single field of Cognitive Science is a common interest in understanding the way information is processed by humans, in order to both better understand human behavior, and to improve our ability to create machines that behave like humans.

Format

Two lectures per week, plus one tutorial.

Tutors

LO Lap Yan (h9605361@hkusua.hku.hk) 

Savio WONG Wai Ho (savio@cheerful.com)

Tutorials

One hour per week. Details to be announced in the first lecture.

Useful References and Readings


Lepore, E. & Pylyshyn, Z. (1999).  What is Cognitive Science?  Oxford, Blackwell. 

Paul Thagard Mind : Introduction to Cognitive Science Cambridge, MIT Press. 

MIT Encyclopedia of Cognitive Science 

Evaluation

60% exam (to be handed out on the last day of class)

25% for 5 short essays (one essay for one module)

10% tutorial participation

05% attendance

